Sopron, a varkeriilet 000 miterem
mequjitdsa

Sopron — Castle District
Revitalization
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Ortofoté a
Vérkerilet kdz-
ponti részérél

® Orthophoto

of the central
area of the
castle district
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Address: Sopron,

Castle District

Area: appr. 15 OO0

m2 public space and
HOm2 public building
Design phase: 2009
(national competition),
2010-2013
Construction: 2014-2015

Client: Sopron City Council

Designer:

Hetedik M{terem Ltd.
Architect in charge:
Levente Szabd DLA
Landscape design:
Csenge Csontos (1),
Borbdla Gyire, Gergely
Lad (Geum M{terem Ltd.)
Co-architects: Baldzs
Biri, Jessica Dvorzsdk,

Ddvid Kohout, Orsolya
Simon (Competition:
Orsolya Almer, Andrds
Pall, Tibor Tdnczos)

Inspector of monuments:
Andrds Vedreds,
Sandor Tarkdanyi
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Traffic engineering:
Addm Rhorer, Andrds
Mezey (Kdzlekedés Ltd.)
Public utilities: Addm

Szabé (Aqua-Duo-Sol Ltd.)
Street lighting technology:

Tibor Galazka, Ferenc
Horvdth (GT-Vill Ltd.)
Civil engineer:
Csaba Horvath

Structural expert:
Géza Kapovits
Water engineering:
Gergely Drobni,
Ldszl6 Skublics
Accessibility:

Anna Kormdnyos

General contractor:
VEMEVSZER Lid.

Awards: ICOMOS
Award 2016, DaNS 20th
Architecture Salon in
Novi Sad, Salon prize in
urban design category

Photos: Baldzs Danyi,
Fortepan
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A soproni Vdrkerulet olyan HO-60 méter
széles kérit, amely az egykori térténeti
vdrosmagot kérildleld vdarosfal drkdnak
kilsé peremén, az ugynevezett vdarsikon
(glacis-on) alakult ki. Ebbdl fakadéan a
varfalak feléli, 18.-19. szdzadi, zémében
rokoké és copf hdzsor vdltakozé magas-
sdqu, jellemzéen keskeny beépitéssel
rendelkezik, kivétel egy helyen, ahol

a hdboruis sérilések nyomdn a térfal
megszakad, és a varfal egy darabja
latvanyelemként megjelenik). A kilsé
hdzsor kordbbi, részben kdzépkori
épitésU, amelynek elemeire szélesebb
telekosztds a jellemzd, ezért belsd
udvaros, a Vdrkerilethez kapudthaijtéval
kapcsolédo épiletek alakultak ki. E
térténelmi jelentéséql terileten haj-
dandban - az azt szeqgélyezé térfalak
kialakuldsa utdn - piaci funkcié m{-
kddétt, ill. pl. marhavdsdrtérnek adott
helyet, és szénapiacokat tartottak a XIX.
szdzad kézepén kilénb6zé szakaszain.
A 19. szdzadi Vdrkerilet inkdbb volt egy-
befiiggé, kifelé enyhén lejtd tér, semmint
kdrut, noha villamos is ment végig rajta.

A 20. szdzad mdsodik felében alakult

ki a mequjult Varkerilet tervezését
megel8z8 dllapota, amikor Boronkai

P4l tervei alapjdn tamfalas tagolt,
elvdlasztott forgalmi csatornds (szer-
vizutas) megoldés alakult ki. E kdzle-
kedés-domindlta dllapot minimdlisra
korldtozta a gyalogoskdzlekedést és az
egykor egybefiiggé teret hosszirdnyban
széttagolta, I[dmpds keresztez&dések,
szervizutak, dthaladé és parkoldhelyet
keresé auték a térfalak mellé korld-
toztdk a gyalogosforgalmat. Az egész
Vdrkerilet tulajdonképpen eqgyetlen
eqybefiggd parkold volt az dtalakitdst
megelézden. A rendivil széles koztér
nagyvonalisdga, a varoshoz méltd,
nagyméretl eqybefigqd tér tulépitett és
tOltagolt volt: tdmfalak, utak, az dtlatdst
qatlé sévények tltik ki a széles teriletet.
A Vdérkerileti féldszintek hagyomdnyos
vendéglaté-kereskedelmi dominancidja
nem pdrosult mélté kdztéri kapcsolatok-
kal (pl. kiUl&teraszok, kitelepilések). A
kdztérépitészeti elemek (t8rténeti épulet)
rossz esztétikai és mUszaki dllapotuak
voltak, és hidnyzott a Varkerilt identi-
tasat meqgadni képes egységes arculat.
A Mdria szobor és a Hiséqg kutja k&zotti
tér Sopron eqgyik legjelentésebb kdztere.
Ehhez képest méltatlanul széttagolt

volt, tdmfalak és Iépcsdk osztottdk.
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The Castle District of Sopron is a HO-60
meter wide boulevard, which was formed
on the outer skirt of the ditch running
along the city walls that encircled the
former historical core of the town, on
the so called glacis slope. Consequently,
from direction of the castle walls the
row of houses, mostly of Rococo and
Louis XVI style built in the 18th-19th
century, appears with alternating
building height, developed typically on
narrow plots. The only exception is one
spot where the facade is interrupted

by war damages and part of the castle
wall reveals as a visual element. The
outer row of houses consists of earlier,
partly medieval buildings with wider

lot divisions, resulting in patio houses
that are connected to Castle District
with passages. Once long ago — after
the development of the surrounding
facades — market function was present
in this area of historical significance: it
gave place to cattle markets or at some
parts of it hay markets were held in the
middle of the 19th century. In the 19th
century, the Castle District was more of
a contiguous, slightly outwards sloping
area than a boulevard, even though
also a tram line was running along it.

Conditions prevailing before the design
process of the Castle District’s renewal
were formed during the second half

of the 20th century. At that time, a
traffic system was developed on basis
of Pdl Boronkai's plans with retain
walls, articulated and separated traffic
routes (service road). This traffic-
dominated state restricted pedestrian
traffic to the minimum and at the

same time it longitudinally separated
the once contiguous space. Traffic
light intersections, service roads, cars
passing and searching for parking
place restricted pedestrian traffic to

a narrow stipe along the walls. Prior

to the conversion, actually the whole
Castle District was one contiguous
parking lot. The generosity of the
extremely wide public place, the large
and contiguous square worthy of a city
was overbuilt and over-articulated: the
area was filled with retaining walls,
roads and hedges blocking the view.
The traditional functional dominance
of hospitality and trade on the ground
floors of the Castle District houses was
not accompanied by corresponding
public space connections (e.q. coffee
terraces, outdoor catering areas).

The architectural elements (historic
buildings) of the public space were in
poor aesthetic and technical condition,
and the area missed a single, integrated
image that could have provided the
Castle District with identity. The place
between the statue of Virgin Mary and
the Fountain of Loyalty (=HGséqg kitja)
is one of the most important public
spaces in Sopron. Nevertheless, it

was unjustly fragmented and divided
by retaining walls and stairs.
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Vdrkerilet, 1915
Vargha Zsuzsa
felvétele
©Fortepan
Castle district,
1915

Image cour-
tesy of Zsuzsa
Vargha
©Fortepan



Varkerulet, 1964
Lechner
Nonprofit Kft.
Dokumentdcids
Kdzpont / VATI
felvétele
©Fortepan
Castle district,
1964

Image courtesy
of Lechner
Nonprofit Kft.
Dokumentdcids
Kozpont / VATI
©Fortepan
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Az dtalakitas
eldtti dllapot
The castle dis-
trict before the
reconstruction
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Sopron MJV &nkormdnyzata 2009 8szén
orszdgos, titkos és nyilvanos tervpd-
lydzatot hirdetett ,Sopron — a Vdarke-
rulet revitalizdciéja” cimmel, amelyet a
Hetedik MUterem Kft. nyert meg, eqyUtt-
mUkdédésben tdjépitész partnerével, a
GEUM Muterem Kft.-vel. A t16bb éven at
tartd tervezési munka sordn 2015-re
elkészilt a kdztérmequjitds elsd, leglat-
vdanyosabb, kb. 15 ezer m2-nyi eleme.

In autumn 20009, the city council of
Sopron announced a national, secret,
open architectural competition with
the title ,Sopron - Revitalization of
the Castle District”. The competition
was won by Hetedik Miterem Kft.

in collaboration with its landscape
designer partner GEUM M{terem Kft. In
the course of several years of design
work, the first and most spectacular
phase of the public space renewal,
an approx. 15 thousand m2 large
area has been completed by 2015.



A Vdrkerilet
revitalizdcidéja
I. Utemének
helyszinrajza
Site plan of
phase | of the
castle district
revitalization
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Ortofofé a szé-
lesedd kéztér 0j
struktordjdrél
Orthophoto of
the structure of
the widening
public space




A VdrkerUlet szépsége, hogy csaknem
fél kilométeres hossza folyamatosan
valtozd keresztmetszeteket, folyamato-
san vdaltozd térbeli viszonyokat teremt,
mindezt a VAarkdrut részeként annak
lendiletével, nagyvonalisdgdval. Ez

a kettésséq, tehdt a hosszirdnyu len-
dilet és a keresztirdnyu vdltozatossdg
kettéssége a legnagyobb érték, amelyet
tervinkben erésiteni szerettink vol-

na. Alapvetd koncepciénk volt, hogy
Vdrkerilet barmely pontjdn dllva tudnunk
kell, éreznink kell, hogy e terilet részén
vagyunk. Ugyanakkor visszafogottsdgra
van szikség, hiszen a kilsé és belsd iven
kiépult térténeti beépités térfalai meg-
hatdrozd varosképi elemek, dominan-
cidjukkal versenyeznink szukségtelen.

The beauty of the Castle District lies in
its character created by the continuously
changing cross sections and constantly
varying spatial relations along almost
half a kilometer length; and by the
feature that all this belongs to Varkorut
(Castle Boulevard), to its dynamism

and generosity. This duality, namely

the dichotomy of the longitudinal
dynamism and cross-sectional diversity
is the greatest value that we wanted to
strengthen in our plan. The key concept
was that when standing at any point of
the Castle District one should know and
feel that he/she is in this very part of
the area. However, moderate approach
was also required since the facades

of the historic development along the
inner and outer curves are determinative
urban design elements, thus competing
with them for dominance is unnecessary.
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A teljes vdros-
mag helyszin-
rajza

Site plan of
the entire town
center



A Vérkerilet
kézponti része,
hdttérben a
Mdria szoborral
The central
part of the
castle district
with the statue
of Mary in the
background
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A teljes kdzmUrekonstrukciot kbvetdéen Uj
kdzvildgitds, a mequjult forgalomtech-
nikanak megfelelé Uj, gyalogos domi-
nancidju feliletek késziltek. A mGemléki
kérnyezet és az egykori dllapot miatt f6
célunk eqy a kilsé iv felé eqységesen
lejtd, eqységes megjelenés( (szin()
térburkolat kialakitdsa, amely anyagda-
ban ugyanakkor nemes hatdsu. Ezért
vdlasztottuk a sétét szinG klinkertégldat és
a térszerkezet egységességét biztositd
grdnitsdvokat. Utdbbiak rajzolata, mint

a kotta vonalai a partitdrdban, rendezni
kivantdk a kilonféle koztérépitészeti
funkcidkat, az egységesséq érzetének
sérilése nélkul. A k6zmUhdlézat sirisége
miatt a ndvénytelepités nagy koérilte-
kintést igényelt. Mig a kézépsé zéndban
magas, attért lombozaty fdkat tervez-
tink, az épiletek mellé kisebb lombkoro-
ndt neveld tipusokat, eqyrészt a térténeti
térfalak domindlé l&dtvdnydnak biztosi-
tdsa, mdsrészt a gyalogos dominancidju

-

feliletek eltérd funkciondlis igénye miatt.

After the complete reconstruction of
utilities, new street lighting was installed
and new pedestrian-dominated surfaces
were formed in accordance with the
renewed traffic system. Because of the
historic environment and the former
state, our main objective was to create

a pavement with uniform appearance
(color) evenly sloping towards the outer
arc, providing a noble effect with its

use of material. That is why we chose
dark-colored clinker bricks and granite
stripes ensuring the unity of the spatial
structure. The graphics of the latter,

like lines in sheet music, were meant to
arrange the different features of public
space architecture without disturbing
the sense of integrity. Due to the public
utility network’s density, landscaping
and planting demanded great care.
While high trees with pierced foliage
were designed to the central zone, tree
species with smaller canopy were placed
next to the buildings — partly in order to
ensure a dominant view for the historic
facades, and on the other hand because
of the different functional requirements
of the pedestrian-dominated areas.



Granitvonalak
rendezik a kéz-
téri és varosi
parki mezéket
Granite lines
organizing
public and
urban green
spaces
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Réqi-0j kdztér
a terilet kes-
keny részén,

a vérosmag
bejdratdndl
kialakulé tere-
sedésnél

Old/new public
space in the
narrow part of
the areaq, by the
square formed
at the entrance
to the town
center



A véltozé
szélesséql
Vdrkerilet
megujult tér-
szerkezete
Renewed
spatial struc-
ture of the
castle district
adapting to its
characteristic
fluctuation in
width.
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A terUlet sUlypontjdban egy a szikséges
kiszolgdld helyiségeket és illemhelyeket
magdba foglald pavilon épilt, desz-
kazsaluzatos finombeton feliUletekkel,
eléregydrtott vasbeton lamelldkkal és
faburkolatos homlokzattal, kicsit meg-
idézve a 20. szdzad mdsodik felében
megvaldsult kivald soproni miemléki re-
konstrukciés munkdk anyaghaszndlatdt.

A Vérkerilet elsé, noha legnagyobb Ute-
me elkészilt, s ezzel kijeldli a tovdbbi, a
vdarosmagot kdrildleld teriletek fejlesz-
tési irdnydt. A megkezdett varoskdzponti
kdztérrevitalizacié két nagy kapcsoldédo
terUlet, a Kisvdrkerilet és a Széchenyi
tér megujuldsdval érhet majd véget.

A pavilion was built in the area’s center
of gravity, accommodating the necessary
service rooms and toilets. The building
has fine concrete surfaces with board
formwork texture, precast reinforced
concrete louvers and wood-paneled
facades, subtly evoking the materiality of
the excellent monumental reconstruction
works accomplished in the second

half of the 20th century in Sopron.

The first and largest phase of the Castle
District has been completed, and now

it indicates the direction for further
developments of the areas surrounding
the city core. The already started public
plaza revitalization of the city center
will be finished with the renewal of two
large connected areas, Kisvarkerilet
(Small Castle District) and Széchenyi tér.
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Uj kiszolgdlé-
pavilon a meg-
Ujult kdzterilet
sUlypontjdban
New service
pavilion in

the hub of the
renewed public
space



Nyersbeton
és fa feliletek
kettéssége
Duality of

raw concrete
and wooden
surfaces
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Kiszolgdlé-
pavilon,
részletek
Service
pavilion,
details



A mequjult kéztérrel kapcsolatban
Winkler Barnabds igy fogalmazott
recenziéjdban:
. A vdrosba ldtogatdk, de féleg a
soproniak szemmel Iathatéan 6rilnek
a mequjult varosrésznek. A VdrkerUlet
ma mar nem csak kdzlekedd igazi
vdrosi élettel telitédott ... Visszatért
a VdrkerUlet benséséges hanqulata,
mai anyagokkal Ujrafogalmazva, de
meqgdrizve kisvarosi otthonossagat.”
(Régi-uj Magyar Epitémivészet 2016/3)

With regard to the renewed

public space, Barnabds Winkler

wrote in his review:
"Visitors to the city, but especially the
residents of Sopron are visibly happy
about the revitalized urban district.
The Castle District is no longer merely
a circulation zone, but it is filled with
real urban life .. The once intimate
atmosphere of the Castle District has
returned, being reformulated with
modern materials, but preserving
the small-town coziness.”
(Régi-Uj Magyar Epitémivészet 2016/3)
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